
Digits and words to five introduction

1 Quantity first — the digit and the word
Place three objects and count them — three. Then show the digit card 3 and the word card
three. Both name these three objects.

“You know this — it is three. This is a short way to write three (show digit), and a word for it
(show word). Both mean these three.”

Do zero explicitly — an empty hand is zero, a count of none.

“How many counters in my empty hand? Zero. This is how we write it — the digit 0 and the
word zero.”

Bring the three forms together — the quantity, the digit and the word all say the same thing.

“The objects, the digit and the word all mean the same amount. They just look different.”

Note that the symbols do not look like the amounts — they are names for how many.

“The digit 3 does not look like three things. It is just how we write three.”

© 2026 The Y Intercept



Digit cards — 0 to 5
Print on A4. Laminate and cut. Match each digit to a quantity and to its word.

0 1

2 3

4 5
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Word cards — zero to five
Print on A4. Laminate and cut. Pair with the digit cards and collections.

zero one

two three

four five
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