Adding and interchanging silver coins activities

Find a combination
Given a coin such as 20 cents, children find a combination of smaller coins that adds to the same
value.

“What smaller coins could you swap this for?”

“Check your combination — does it really add up to the same value?”

Fewest coins possible
Given a value like 50 cents, children find the way to make it using the fewest coins.

“What is the smallest number of coins you could use to make this value?”

“Can you do it with even fewer?”

Most coins possible
Given a value like 30 cents, children find the way to make it using the most coins.

“What is the largest number of coins you could use to make this value?”

“Are you using the smallest coins you can?”

Non-example: a combination that does not add up
Someone says 10 cents, 10 cents and 5 cents makes 20 cents.

“Add up the combination. What does it really come to?”

“What should be changed to make it equal twenty cents?”
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