Understanding the MAB tens rod
introduction

0 The rod is ten — already grouped

Give each student one MAB tens rod and ten MAB ones. Line the ten ones up against the rod —
how many? Ten. The rod is ten ones, already joined into one piece.

“Line ten ones against the rod. How many? Ten. The rod is ten ones — already joined
together.”

Count rods by tens — one rod ten, two rods twenty, three rods thirty. Each rod counts as ten, not
one.

“One rod — ten. Two rods — twenty. Three rods — thirty. Each rod is ten, not one.”

Read a mixed arrangement — count the rods by tens first, then count on the ones. Four rods
and three ones is forty-three.

“Four rods — forty. Then count on the ones — forty-one, forty-two, forty-three.”
Build a number — how many rods, how many ones. Seventy is seven rods and zero ones.
“Build forty-three — four rods and three ones. Build seventy — seven rods and zero ones.”

Exchange — ten loose ones can be traded for one rod. Ten ones is always one ten — whether
you bundle them, group them, or trade them for a rod.

“Ten loose ones trade for one rod. Ten ones is always one ten — a bundle, a group, or a
rod.”



