Addition on a number line introduction

0 Start at the first number, jump on the second

Use the class number line 0—-20. To add three plus two, start on the first number — mark three
on the line so the whole class can see.

“We are adding three plus two. Start on the first number — mark three on our class
number line.”

Jump forward by the second number, one jump at a time, counting the jumps — not the
number you start on.

“Now jump forward two — four, five. Two jumps. We do not count the three we start on.”
Where you land is the total — read it straight off the line.
“We landed on five. Three plus two is five. Where you land is the total.”

Record the equation — 3 + 2 = 5. The line shows exactly what the equation says: the jumps are
the plus, where you land is the equals.

“Write it: three plus two equals five. The jumps are the plus;, where we land is the equals.”

Try bigger second numbers, up to twenty, and try swapping — one plus six: start at one and
jump six, or start at six and jump one for fewer jumps and the same landing.

“One plus six: start at one, jump six to seven. Or start at six and jump one — same landing,
fewer jumps.”



