
Skip counting by fives activities
1 Build it, and notice

Using the sequence strip and number cards, children choose their own starting number, place
cards to build every fifth number, and describe what they notice about the ones digit.

“Choose a starting number card. Place cards in the strip for every fifth number from there.”

“What do you notice about the ones digit as you go?”

2 What is alternating?
Given their own marked sequence, children name the two numbers taking turns in the ones
place.

“Which two numbers keep appearing in the ones place?”

“Do they alternate in a set order?”

3 When does the tens change?
Children specifically check how often the tens digit changes across their sequence.

“Look at the tens digit across your sequence. Does it change every jump, or only sometimes?”

“Exactly how many jumps does it take before the tens digit changes?”

4 Non-example: assuming the tens changes every jump
Someone assumes the tens digit changes every single jump, carrying over the rule from skip
counting by tens.

“Check the real sequence — does the tens digit really change every jump here?”

“How is this pattern different from skip counting by tens?”
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Sequence strip
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Number cards

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

© 2026 The Y Intercept Number cards



40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 60 70 80 90 100

110 120
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