Introducing mass introduction W

You will need: a simple balance (a playground-style see-saw balance, a coat-hanger
balance, or a commercial pan balance) and four to six pairs of everyday objects with a
noticeable difference in mass.

Comparing mass with more precision
Building on hefting from Foundation, introduce comparing mass using the balance,
showing how it tips toward the heavier object rather than relying on hands alone.
“The balance is tipping down on this side. What does that tell us?”

“Could you tell just by looking which one would be heavier? Let's check with the
balance.”

Balance a second pair and ask students to predict which way it will tip before testing it.



