
First, second & third introduction
1 Which one, not how many

Line up three toy animals one behind the other at a drawn door, waiting to go outside: the
dog, then the cat, then the duck. The door end is the front of the line, and counting starts
there. Ask two questions about the same queue, in this order.

“How many animals are waiting?”
Once students answer three:

“Three — we counted the whole group. Now a different question: where is the cat in
the line? Count from the front — the end nearest the door.”

Students count from the front to find the cat's place. Then name the move explicitly.

“The cat is second in the line. We counted from the front to find its place. Same
animals, two questions, two different kinds of answer.”

The cat sneaks to the front of the queue. Ask both questions again.

“How many animals are waiting now? Has that answer changed? Is the cat still
second? What is different about what the two questions are asking?”
“First, second, third — counted from the front of the line. These words tell us position
— which one, not how many.”
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