
Tens frames introduction

1 Meet the tens frame
Show an empty tens frame alongside a fives frame. Name the new frame:

“This is a tens frame. It has ten cells in two rows of five.”

Point to the first row.

“This row is exactly the same as the fives frame you already know.”

“How many cells are in the first row? How many in the second row? How many
altogether?”

Place counters in the first row one at a time until it is full.

“The first row is full. How many is that? Five — without counting. The first row always
means five.”

Add one counter to the second row.

“Five in the first row and one more. How many altogether? Six.”

Continue to eight, reading each quantity as five plus something.
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