
One-to-one counting introduction

1 One word for each — touch it as you say it
Place three objects in a loose arrangement. Touch each one slowly, saying one number word
per touch — slow enough that the finger and the mouth move together.

“Watch my finger and my mouth — one word, one touch, every time. One… two… three.”

Students copy with their own small collection.

“Your turn. Touch each one and say its number as you touch it.”

Make the rule explicit — every object gets exactly one word, and every word gets exactly one
object.

“Did every object get a word? Did every word get an object?”

Move the objects into a different, irregular arrangement and count again. Nothing was added
or taken away, so the number is the same.

“I moved them around. Count again — touch each one. Did the number change? Why
not?”

Watch that a double-touch does not get two words.

“You touched that one twice — does it get two words? One object, one word.”
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