
Choosing a comparison introduction

1 Choose which two groups — then compare
Put out a mix of real objects of different kinds — for example some toy animals, some blocks,
and some counters, all together. Read a question that asks about just two of the kinds.

“Are there more animals or more blocks? What is the question asking us to compare?”

Before comparing, choose the two groups the question names — gather or point to each kind,
and set aside what you do not need.

“Show me the animals. Show me the blocks. What else is here that we do not need for this
question?”

Now compare just those two groups concretely — see which has more, or line them up one to
one.

“Now compare the animals and the blocks. Which group has more?”

Make the key point — choosing the right two groups matters. Comparing the wrong two, even
correctly, does not answer the question.

“If we compared animals and counters instead, we might be right about those — but did
we answer the question we were asked?”
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