
Greater than, less than with tens and ones
activities

1 Point to the smaller number
Children are given two number cards and point to the smaller one before choosing a sign card.

“Which number is smaller, fifty-six or fifty?”

“Which sign card goes between them — less than or greater than?”

2 Choose the sign
Given two number cards, children place the comparison sign card themselves, checking the wide
end faces the bigger number.

“Which number is bigger, twenty-two or fifty-five?”

“Place the sign card. Which way does the wide end face?”

3 Same tens, different ones
Children compare number cards that share the same tens digit, like 78 and 81, deciding by the
ones digit.

“Do these numbers have the same tens digit?”

“Which one is bigger? How do you know?”

4 Non-example: the sign is backwards
Someone places the cards to read 11 > 12, with the wide end facing eleven.

“Is eleven really bigger than twelve?”

“Which way should the sign card actually face?”
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Number cards

12 33 90 17 25 45

46 56 50 22 55 78

81 11
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Sign cards
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