Pour it across

Hold up two containers that look different, such as a tall thin drink bottle and a short
wide bowl, and ask which holds more before anything is poured. Take the answer,
then fill the first one to the top with rice and pour all of it into the second. Capacity is
settled by pouring, so the class does not get to talk its way to the answer.

“Pour it across. Did it spill over, or is there room left at the top?”

“So which one holds more?”

Does the taller one always hold more

Set a tall narrow jar beside a low wide bowl where the shorter one holds more, and let
the class commit to the tall one before pouring. Height is what students answer from,
in the same way that size is what they answer from with mass.

“Which one holds more? Say it before we pour.”

“Was the taller one the one that held more? What decided it?”

Fill both to the top with the same scoop each time. A container filled part way, or filled
with a different scoop, makes the comparison worthless, so say that aloud as you do
it.
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