Build and dismantle introduction

0 Build it, take it apart — how many now?

Give each student a few interlocking blocks — say four. Build a small structure together, and
before taking it apart, count the blocks.

“Before we take it apart — how many blocks are in your structure? Let us count.”
Take the structure apart into loose blocks. Count them.
“Now how many loose blocks are there? Count them.”
Compare the two counts — nothing appeared and nothing disappeared.
“Is the number the same? Did anything appear or disappear when you took it apart?”

Build a different shape with the very same blocks, then take it apart again — still the same
number.

“Build something different with the same blocks. Take it apart. How many now?”
Name the relationship — taking apart undoes building; the pieces all come back.

“Taking it apart undoes building it. The pieces all come back — the number does not
change.”



