Counting back from ten introduction

0 Build down — from ten to zero

Build a collection of ten objects where everyone can see it. Count together to confirm — ten.
“Here are ten. Count them with me — ten. Hold that in your mind.”

Remove one object. Ask how many now. Keep removing one at a time, students supplying each
count word as an object goes.

“One goes away — now there are..? Nine. One more goes — eight.. seven..”

Slow down at the junction at five, where the new backward numbers meet the stretch students
already know.

“Six.. five — now we are in a place we know. Five... four... three... two... one... zero.”
Land on zero — the collection is empty, the count is finished.
“Zero — nothing left. That is where the backward count ends.”

Count back once more from ten to zero together, smoothly, without stopping.



