Tally marks introduction

0 Count first, then lay out the sticks

Count a collection of four objects aloud. When the count is finished, say the total.
“Watch — | count first. One, two, three, four. Four objects.”

Now lay out an icy pole stick for each object you counted — one stick per object, after the
count.

“Now [ lay out the sticks — one icy pole stick for each object. One... two... three... four. Four
sticks for four objects.”

Read the sticks back against the collection — do they match?
“Do the sticks match the count? How many sticks? How many objects?”

Make the order explicit — count first, then lay out the sticks, never both at once. One stick for
each one you counted.

“Count first, then lay out the sticks. One icy pole stick for each object you counted.”



