Cardinal value introduction

0 The last number tells how many

Count a small collection together — say four — touching each object once.
“Let us count them together. One, two, three, four.”

Pause, then ask how many. The last number said is how many there are altogether — no need
to count again.

“How many are there? You already counted them — four. You do not need to count
again.”

Make it explicit — four names the whole group, not just the last object touched.
“Four is all of them together — not just the last one | touched.”

Cover the objects. Ask how many are hiding — they already counted, so they already know.
“They are hiding now. How many are under here? You already counted them.”

Move them into a new arrangement and ask again — nothing was added or removed, so the
number is the same.

“I moved them around. How many now? Did | add any, or take any away?”



