
Missing part model exploration activities

1 From story to model
Tell a hiding story: 7 players altogether, some go to the toilet, 2 are left. Students fill the
model — whole, known part, question mark — then solve.

“Where does each number go? What does the question mark stand for?”

2 Count the part you can see
Show the remaining objects instead of saying the number: a group of stickers left in a
booklet. Students count the part they can see, fill the model, and find the missing part.

“Nobody told you a part this time. Where did your number come from?”

3 Make your own
One partner hides some of a counted collection and fills in only the whole. The other
completes the model — counts the part they can see, places the question mark, solves —
then both check under the cup.

“Does your model match what was hiding?”

4 Non-example: the whole in the wrong place
For the penguin story, show a model with 5 written as the whole and 8 placed as a part.

“Is 5 the whole? What is the whole in this story? How do you know?”
Students name the whole as the altogether number, rebuild the model correctly, and solve
it.
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