Using MAB ones activities

0 Your way, then in tens

Students count a pile of MAB ones however they like, then count it again by pushing the cubes
into groups of ten. They compare which was easier and safer.

“Count your cubes your way. Now group them into tens and count again. Which was
easier?”

“Which answer do you trust more — and why?”

e Group any pile

Students push a collection of MAB ones into groups of ten and read the total — groups by tens,
then count on the loose ones.

“Make groups of ten. How many groups? How many loose? How many altogether?”

“Did the tens do the counting work for you?”

e Build it with MAB ones

Call a number. Students build it with MAB ones — making the groups of ten first, then the loose
ones. They say it before they build it.

“Build fifty-four — how many groups of ten first? Then how many ones?”

“Say it before you build it — then check by counting the groups and the ones.”

o Non-example: a group counted as one
Make groups of ten from MAB ones, then count the groups “one, two, three.” Ask whether a

group is worth one or ten.

“I made groups of ten, then counted the groups one, two, three — is a group worth one, or
ten?”

“Three groups is thirty — so what is the real total?”



