
Subtraction on a number line introduction

1 Start at the first number, jump back
Use the class number line 0–20. To do seven take away three, start on the first number — mark
seven on the line so the whole class can see.

“We are doing seven take away three. Start on the first number — mark seven on our
class number line.”

Jump back to the left by the second number, one jump at a time, counting the jumps — not the
number you start on.

“Now jump back three — six, five, four. Three jumps. We do not count the seven we start
on.”

Where you land is the answer — read the difference straight off the line.

“We landed on four. Seven take away three is four. Where you land is the answer.”

Record the equation — 7 − 3 = 4. The jumps back are the take-away; where you land is the
equals.

“Write it: seven minus three equals four. The jumps back are the take-away; where we
land is the equals.”

Try others, up to twenty — ten take away one, six take away three. Subtraction jumps left, to a
smaller number; adding jumped right.

“Ten take away one — jump back one to nine. Subtraction goes left, to a smaller number;
adding went right.”
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