
Structured arrangements introduction

1 Arrange it so it is easy to see
Scatter four objects randomly and count them together. Then arrange the same objects into a
clear line and count again — same number, easier to read.

“Count these. Now watch — I put them in a line. Count again. Which was easier?”

Ask what made the line easier than the scatter.

“What made the line easier? Did moving them change how many there are?”

Show a dice-five pattern. Can students see five without counting?

“Here is five like a dice. Can you tell it is five straight away? What makes it readable?”

Make the point — arranging into a pattern does not change how many, only how easy it is to
read. Invite students to arrange a collection so it is easy to count.

“Arrange these so they are easy to count. Does the pattern change the number?”
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