
Combining tens and ones activities

1 Read the arrangement
Set out rods and ones. Students say the number — count the rods by tens, then count on the
ones.

“How many rods? Count by tens. How many ones? Count on. What is the number?”

“Did you count each rod as one, or as ten?”

2 Build from a description
Say a description of tens and ones. Students build it with rods and ones, then say the number.

“Six tens and two ones — build it. What is the number?”

“How many rods did you reach for? Why that many?”

3 Ones first, and the zero cases
Give descriptions with the ones stated first (“seven ones and four tens”) and zero-component
cases (“zero tens and seven ones”, “six tens and zero ones”).

“Find the tens first, wherever they are in the description. How many rods?”

“Zero tens and seven ones — what is the number? Six tens and zero ones?”

4 Non-example: reaching for the wrong rods
On hearing “seven ones and three tens,” place seven rods. Ask whether that is right.

“I heard seven ones and three tens and grabbed seven rods — is that right?”

“Find the tens: three tens is three rods. What is the number?”
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