One in each hoop already

Put eight buttons in two colours between two hoops, with one blue button already in
one hoop and one green button in the other, so the rule is shown rather than said.
“Put each button in the hoop where it belongs.”

If the student hesitates, sort the first four alongside them, naming the colour of each
one as it goes in.

What is in this hoop

Straight after the sort, point at one hoop at a time and ask what is in it. Naming one
group is easier than stating a rule for the whole sort.
“What is in this hoop? What is in this one?”

Name one hoop yourself, then ask the student to name the other.

What is different

With two groups side by side and one clear difference between them, ask for the
difference rather than for the rule.

“What is different about these two groups?”

Hold up one item from each group together and ask what is different about those two
first.
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Put one card between the two hoops. Every object goes in the yes hoop or the no hoop.

Is it blue? Is it a button?
s it big? Is it round?
Does it have holes? Is it green?
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Put one label beside each hoop before you start.

yes

NO
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