
Fives frame introduction

1 Meet the frame — five cells, fill from the left
Show an empty fives frame. Name it — it has five cells. Count them together. It always has five.

“This is a fives frame. It has five cells — count them with me. It always has five.”

Place one counter in the leftmost cell, then two, then three. After each placement, ask about
filled and empty cells.

“One counter in. How many cells are filled? How many empty? How many in the whole
frame?”

“Three filled, two empty — three and two make five. Does that match the number of
cells?”

Students fill their own frame from the left for a number you say.

“Put four counters in your frame. Fill from the left. How many filled? How many empty?”

Draw out the structural reading — the empty cells show how far from five the number is.

“If this frame shows three — how many more to fill it up? How far from five is three?”
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Fives frame
Demonstration frame — place counters one at a time, filling from the left.
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