Fair share introduction

0 Fair means exactly equal

Put out two groups of counters — one clearly fair (four and four), one clearly unfair (six and
two). Ask whether it is a fair share.

“Is this a fair share? Are the two groups equal?”
Establish the rule — fair means exactly the same, not nearly. One more on a group is not fair.

“Fair means exactly the same — not nearly. If one group has one more, is that fair? No —
not even by one.”

Show a close pair — four and five. It is hard to see the difference, so count both to be sure.
“These look close. Count both — you cannot always tell just by looking.”

Show the arrangement trap — the same number spread out and bunched up. Both are still
equal.

“One is spread out, one is bunched — but both have five. Fair is about how many, not how
it looks.”

Fix an unfair share by moving objects — not adding new ones and not taking any away.

“This is not fair. Move objects to make the groups equal — do not add or take any away.”



