Perceptual subitising introduction

0 See how many — without counting

Hold up a dot card of one or two dots for a second, then turn it over. Ask how many they saw.
“Ready — look. (Flash.) How many did you see?”
Ask how they knew. They did not count — they just saw it. Name that as subitising.
“Did you count them, or did you just know? Yes — that is subitising. Your eyes told you.”
Build up to three and four. Keep the flash brief so there is no time to count.
“Look carefully — just for a moment. How many?”
Flash the same quantity in two different arrangements. Ask what the dots looked like.

“What did the dots look like — how were they arranged? Did the shape make it easier to
see?”

Contrast seeing with counting so students can name the difference.

“When you subitise you just see it. When you count you go one, two, three.”



