Concrete grouping introduction

o Make groups of a size

Put out ten counters. Make groups of exactly two — one complete group at a time — until you
cannot make another.

“Make groups of two — one complete group at a time. Keep going until you cannot make
another.”

Count the groups. Name the question — this time we find how many groups, not how many
each.

“How many groups did you make? This time we find how many groups, not how many in
each.”

Show a leftover — nine counters in groups of four. Two groups, one left over — not enough for
another group.

“Nine in groups of four — two groups, and one left over. Not enough for another group of
four.”

Change the group size with the same total — ten in twos, then in threes. Bigger groups make
fewer groups.

“Groups of two gave five groups; groups of three gave three. Bigger groups — fewer
groups.”

Distinguish grouping from sharing — in grouping we know the group size and find the number
of groups; there are no plates to deal onto.

“We are not dealing onto plates. We make groups of a size and find how many groups.”



