
Identifying the pattern activities
1 Find the rule

Given a sequence such as 62, 64, 66, 68, 70, children check the jump between several pairs to
find the rule.

“Check the jump between the first two numbers. Now check another pair. Is it the same
jump?”

“What is the rule?”

2 Continue the pattern
Once the rule is found, children use it to continue the sequence a few more steps.

“Now that you know the rule, what comes next in the sequence?”

“Keep going for a few more numbers.”

3 Shade it on the grid and look at the shape
Using the number chart mat included with this lesson, children pick a starting number and an
‘add’ amount, mark every number the rule lands on, and look at the shape it makes.

“Pick a starting number and an amount to add each time. Mark every number your rule lands
on, on the chart mat.”

“What shape do the marked numbers make going down the grid? Compare with a partner
who chose a different rule.”

4 Non-example: deciding the rule too early
Someone looks at just the first two numbers in a sequence, 10 and 20, and decides the rule is ‘add
ten’ without checking any further.

“Check the rest of the sequence. Does ‘add ten’ really work all the way along?”

“Why is it risky to decide a rule from only one pair of numbers?”
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Sequence strip
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Number cards

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39
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40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 60 70 80 90 100

110 120
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Number chart mat — for shading the pattern

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69

70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89

90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99

100 101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108 109

110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 120
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