
Tally mark count introduction

1 Count a group and keep track with tally marks
Recall how we can use tally marks to count to ten.

“We already know tally marks — one mark for each, grouped in fives, all the way to ten.”

Set up the new job. Put out a group of objects. We are going to count them and use tally marks
to keep track of the count as we go.

“Here is a group of things. Let us count them — and keep track of the count with tally
marks as we go.”

Count the group together, making one mark for each object at the moment it is counted —
touch, say, mark. Close the group at the fifth mark as usual.

“Touch it, say it, mark it — one mark for each object. One… two… three… four… five — close
the group. Six… seven… eight.”

Stop and show what the tally has done — it has kept track of the count. Read the total straight
from the marks.

“The tally kept track for us — one group of five and three more. Eight objects, eight marks.”

Make the point that the marks keep the count for us as we go — we do not have to hold every
number in our head, and we can stop and pick up again.

“The marks keep the count for us. If we stop, the tally still shows how many we have
counted so far.”
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