Verbal forward count introduction

0 Count from zero to five

Count aloud slowly from zero to five. Students listen first, then join in when they know what is
coming.

“Listen first — then join in when you know what is coming. Zero, one, two, three, four, five.”
Make zero explicit — it comes before one and it means none.
“Zero comes first — it means none. Zero, one, two, three, four, five.”
Practise flexible starts — begin from the middle rather than always from zero.
“Start from three — keep going. What comes after three?”
Ask before-and-after questions across the range.
“What comes just before five? What comes after two?”
Land on five as the top of this count for now.

“Five is the last one for now — it finishes this count.”



