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1 Shapes hiding in objects
Hold up a clock and a book and name the shape you can see in each, making the
point that the shape is a face or an outline of the object rather than the whole object.
Run a finger around the face you mean as you say it.

“Look at the face of the clock. What shape is that?”

“Look at the cover of this book. What shape is that?”

Do two or three more, such as a wheel and a slice of toast, and hold a shape card
against each one so the match is seen rather than argued.

2 The object is not the shape
Hold up a box and call it a square, then a tin and call it a circle, and wait. A box is not a
square, but it has a square on one of its faces. The answer being listened for is a finger
landing on that face and the words this face is a square, so ask for the finger rather
than for a better word.

“I said this box is a square. Where is the square?”

“Put your finger on the face you mean. Now say it. This face is a square.”

Do the same with the tin. The tin is not a circle, but the face on the top of it is. Keep the
whole object and the face on it as two separate things for the rest of the lesson,
because every hunt from here depends on students pointing at a part rather than at a
thing.


